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Food Waste in Ireland, 2021 (Source: EPA)

Non-household 71%
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Reducing Food Waste – targets

SDG 12.3: “By 2030, halve per capita global food 

waste at the retail and consumer levels and reduce 

food losses along production and supply chains, 

including post-harvest losses”

Waste Framework Directive, proposed binding targets by 2030* 

reduce by:

• 30% per capita: retail, hospitality & households

• 10% processing & manufacturing 

*based on 2020 data
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Preventing Food Waste – food use hierarchy
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 Implemented through Circular Economy programme

1. Supply chain & hospitality – Food Waste Charter

2. Evidence & insights

3. Households – stopfoodwaste.ie

 Strategy for food waste in business sectors:
 Food waste in business is quantified, sectoral benchmarks and indicators 

established

 Increased business commitment to reducing food waste

EPA Food Waste Prevention Programme

https://foodwastecharter.ie/
https://stopfoodwaste.ie/
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Current Members

@ the EPA
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Building knowledge and capacity – food waste measurement
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Building knowledge and capacity - guidance
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Evidence & insights - waste characterisation (Source: EPA)

2022-Non-Household-Municipal-Waste-Characterisation-Booklet.pdf (epa.ie)

https://www.epa.ie/publications/monitoring--assessment/waste/national-waste-statistics/2022-Non-Household-Municipal-Waste-Characterisation-Booklet.pdf
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 Awareness raising

 Behaviour change

 Planning

 Purchasing

 Storage

 Serving & using leftovers

➢ Instagram: @stopfoodwaste.ie

➢ Twitter: @Stop_Food_Waste

➢ Facebook: @StopFoodWaste.ie

➢ LinkedIn: @Environmental Protection Agency Ireland

1st March is National Stop Food Waste Day
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Benefits to business

 Save money and reduce waste bills

 Reporting on ESG/CSR commitments

 Measure & identify potentially preventable waste

 Opportunities for valorization of current food waste residues

 Potential co-products/by-products

 Evaluation & monitoring progress – benchmarks
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Towards 2030…

 National Roadmap to drive action

 Actions targeting food sector must be linked to consistent 

measurement

 Data and evidence to support action

 Highlight good practice to build capacity

 Monitoring of progress

 Voluntary agreement approach to start

 Need everyone to play their part to achieve scale

 Sign the Charter and take action and report on achievements
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https://foodwastecharter.ie/

https://foodwastecharter.ie/

